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Salt mine flights start next week at the 2025 FAI F1D European 

Championships for Indoor Model Aircraft in Slănic Prahova 

Lausanne, Switzerland, 19 November 2025 – The 2025 FAI F1D European Championships for 
Indoor Model Aircraft begins on 24 November in a unique location: the salt mine in Slănic 
Prahova, Romania. 

The mine operated during the early 20th century, but since the 1970s these vast underground chambers 
with their unpolluted, stable air conditions have mostly hosted medical and leisure visitors. Numerous 
FAI Indoor Model Aircraft championships played out against the spectacular natural beauty of the 
cavern walls. 

Organised by the Romanian Aeromodelling Federation, the 2025 FAI F1D European Championships 
for Indoor Model Aircraft will bring together Europe’s finest indoor free flight competitors for an event 
showcasing precision, skill, and aeronautical artistry from 24 to 27 November. 

F1D Indoor Model Aircraft are one of the two lightest FAI classes, with a minimum weight of 1.2g for 
the airframe. These featherlight models are built with balsa wood and micro-film, with the addition of a 
rubber motor weighing less than a gram.  

The aircraft may be light, but this class of aeromodelling is nonetheless one of the most technically 
demanding. Pilots with a supremely gentle touch can manage long-duration flights. In 2024, Yuan 
Kang Lee (USA), the World Champion in F1D, achieved a flight of 58 mins 38 secs - the current FAI 
world record.  

“Hosting the F1D European Championships in Romania is both an honour and a celebration of our 
country’s strong aeromodelling tradition,” said Corneliu Mangalea, the Secretary General of the 
Romanian Aeromodelling Federation. “We are proud to welcome athletes, officials, and enthusiasts 
from Europe to experience the spirit of innovation and excellence that defines our sport.” 

The event will include both senior and junior categories, as well as a World Cup for F1D prior to the 
main event. Spectators, media representatives, and aeromodelling fans are invited to attend and 
witness the quiet elegance of human ingenuity in flight. 

Schedule 

• 24 November: Model processing, Officials’ Meetings, Opening Ceremony 

• 25-27 November: Competition rounds 

• 27 November: Finals, Closing ceremony. 

Editor’s note 

FAI will cover the competition with updates on the FAI website and social media channels. 

 

• Facebook 

• Instagram 

• Flickr (images) 

• Event organiser website  

http://www.facebook.com/airsports.fai
http://www.instagram.com/airsports.fai
https://www.flickr.com/photos/airsports_fai/
https://frmd.ro/international-competitions-in-romania/


• More about F1 – Free Flight 

 

Additional resources:  

• FAI Logo  

• FAI Media Corner 

• #airsports 

 
About FAI  
 
FAI, the World Air Sports Federation, is the world governing body for air sports and for certifying world 
aviation and space records. The FAI was founded in 1905 and is a non-governmental and non-profit-
making organisation recognised by the International Olympic Committee (IOC).  
 
FAI activities include Aerobatics, Aeromodelling, Airships, Amateur-Built and Experimental Aircraft, 

Balloons, Drones, Gliding, Hang Gliding, Helicopters, Manpowered Flying, Microlights, Parachuting, 

Paragliding, Paramotors, Power Flying and all other Aeronautic activities and Space records. 

• Facebook 

• Instagram 

• X 

• Flickr 

• Youtube 

• Website 

 
For more details, please contact the FAI: 
 
Faustine Carrera  
Communication Manager 
0041 21 345 10 70  
communication@fai.org   
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